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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Superintendent Gary Thurow was unable to provide a report for this issue of The Goat. But, as the new editor of our 
publication, I am filling in for Gary and will report on the directions that I am hoping lead The Goat as I learn the ropes.  
 
Right from the outset, I will need help from all of our members in the 5th Division. Don’t run for the hills; I just need your 
help and feedback to make the publication as interesting and informative as it can be. Here is what I see happening: 
 
First, The Goat has become an electronic publication. In order that you may continue to receive it as an email attachment, you 
must first have an email address. Then, you need to make sure that our Division has your current address. Remember to send 
a notification whenever you change your email address or your internet service provider. Send address corrections to Ed 
Liesse, PNR Office Manager, eeliesse@aol.com.  
 
Second, I will create the newsletter using Microsoft Word and then convert the document to an Adobe “PDF” document that 
everyone should be able to open and read. If you have any problems you should contact me by email at the address shown 
below. 
 
Third, in order for me to write articles that you are interested in, you can write to me with suggestions. Also, give me 
feedback on what you have read and, hopefully, enjoyed. I would very much like to have some regular contributors and will, 
over time, seek out members to report on specific topics and to provide news from what I hope will become “subdivisions” in 
the 5th Division.  
 
Fourth, I will be adding a department for “letters to the editor” where you can use your creative talents to address issues that 
are important to you. In order for me to put your comments in The Goat you will need to identify yourself by name and 
where you live (city only). The usual and reasonable rules for letters to the editor will apply: I won’t publish personal attacks 
or repeat offensive language. Obviously, the letters should pertain to railroading and local concerns. 
 
Fifth, please share The Goat with those who don’t have an email address. For a variety of reasons, we won’t be able to send 
“hard copies” of The Goat to our non-computer members. So, if you know someone who doesn’t receive The Goat by email, 
print a copy and give it to them. If you are in a club, print a copy and post it on your club’s bulletin board or bring a copy to 
your meetings. 
 
I sincerely believe that two-way communication will make The Goat an interesting publication. If you would like to 
communicate with me, please use my personal email address: abcja6730@yahoo.com. 
 
Alan Ashton, Editor 
 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

Super’s report  ..................................................1 Subdivision Reports ........................................................... 4 
5th Division Executives .....................................2 Clinics ................................................................................. 4 
Reporting Points...............................................2 Club News ........................................................................... 6 
Modeling Products and Services ...................... 3 Memoriam ........................................................................... 8 
Time Table (Events) ..........................................9 Members’ Want, Swap and Sell .......................................... 9 
  

 

http://www.nmra.org/
http://www.pnr.nmra.org/
mailto:eeliesse@aol.com
mailto:abcja6730@yahoo.com


Page 2  The Goat Vol 18 Issue 2 
 
THE GOAT is the official publication of the 5th Division of the Pacific Northwest Region, National Model Railroad Association. The 
Goat is published quarterly with at least one paper issue per year – generally with ballots. Deadlines for material input are:  March 15, 
June 15, September 15 and December 15.  Publication dates are April 5, July 5, October 5, and January 5.  Publication is the date The 
Goat is available on the PNR website. You may refer to the PNR website on the publication date to view, download and print The Goat. 
Special events may alter this timing.  All material and correspondence related to The Goat should be forwarded to the Editor.  
Editor - Alan Ashton (abcja6730@yahoo.com)  
 
5th DIVISION EXECUTIVES: 

Superintendent ................................................................. Gary Thurow, (509) 838-7174; gathurow@cet.com 
Asst. Superintendent ........................................................  Wayne Walling, (509) 751-1289, msgtusaf@clarkston.com 
Chief Clerk ......................................................................  Richard Smith, (406) 360-5813, dick832@cybernet.com 
Paymaster … ...................................................................  Jim Trunzo, jetrunzo@gmail.com, (509) 421-3111 
Achievement Program Chair ............................................  Phil Everett, (509) 443-2457, lazytwo@gmail.com 
Membership Chair ...........................................................  Open 
Webmaster ......................................................................  Jim Trunzo, 2291 Grand Ave., East Wenatchee, WA   98802, (509) 421-3111 
Editor (The Goat)............................................................. Alan Ashton, abcja6730@yahoo.com (509) 368-9675 
 
REPORTING POINTS: PNR 5TH DIVISION’S ANNUAL MEETING 

 
The PNR 5th Division meeting was held on April 13th in Millwood. The meeting 
featured three clinics and tours of three local club layouts. As is our tradition, the 
doors were open for registration at 8:00 a.m. Time was allocated for registration 
and an opportunity to meet with old friends and make new acquaintances over 
coffee and pastries. 
 

Assistant Superintendent Wayne Walling called the meeting to order and 
introduced Jess Dozier who provided a pictorial history of the Hangman Creek 
Lumber Company layout. Designed specifically for display at the Narrow 
Gauge Convention that was held in Seattle during September, 2012, the On3 
layout was built with portability in mind. Attendees were treated to a series of 
pictures that highlighted the amazing details that the group was able to model in 

their layout. Jess provided an informative and entertaining commentary. Incidentally, the layout won the Best of 
Show award. Congratulations to the Hangman Creek crew (Stan, Jim, Tom and Brian)! 
 

   
 

Assistant Superintendent Wayne called the business meeting to order. (Editor’s note: I must have slipped into a 
brief coma because when I awoke I was being introduced as the new editor of The Goat.) 
 

After the business meeting, Bill Kleinert gave the group some great ideas for modeling the basalt rock formations 
that are so common in the Pacific Northwest. Using foam board insulation, Bill showed everyone how quickly and 
easily his techniques can be applied. To follow his steps, see the article that follows in our new Clinics department 
below.  
 

Lunch was served at about noon and everyone chowed down. During lunch there was an opportunity to visit and 
plan for the afternoon’s events. Some members left for layout tours and others remained for an informative tree 
clinic that was hosted by Phil Everett and Bob Sample. Phil and Bob will present their techniques at the PNR 
Convention to be held in Boise, June 26-30. 
 

Figure 1. Members enjoy time to 
visit before the meeting begins. 
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Club layout tours were offered during the afternoon by Evergreen Railroad Modelers, Inland Northwest 
Society of HO Modular Engineers (aka INSHOME) and River City Modelers. 
 

 
Figure 2. Registration 

 
Figure 3. Guardians of the Lunch 

 
Figure 4. Enjoying work well done 

 
MODELING PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 
 
Every now and then, we might buy a tool that we aren’t sure that we need but one that just might work for certain 
applications. Such was the case when I looked for a better way to keep corners square and gently hold pieces 
together while glue sets. I turned to Micro Mark (www.micromark.com) and purchased their Magnetic Gluing 
Jig (part number 60304, regular price, US $29.95). I must say that I wish that I had purchased this tool long ago. 
Having only a month’s experience with it, I now find that it is very easy to assemble walls and maintain a true 90º 
angle with minimal effort. 

 
Is it the perfect way to get square corners and hold pieces while gluing? 
Perhaps not perfect but still a very handy tool. There are a couple of things 
to consider when purchasing. First, the jig measures 10-1/4 inches square, 
making it a bit small for larger projects. The size is OK for most HO scale 
buildings but larger scales could press its limits. Second, the magnets that 
come with the jig are fairly strong and can be a bit difficult to position 
exactly how and where you want them. But with some practice and the 
development of your own techniques, they can hold items securely while 
the glue sets up. 
 
A second item from Micro Mark 
really works well with the gluing jig. 

Their Toolmakers Angle Plate (part number 20123 for the 2”x2”x2’ size, 
US $19.75) can be easily positioned on the gluing jig to hold pieces in 
place. I do use both the magnets and the angle plates, each depending upon 
the nature of the job. Since the angle plate isn’t magnetic it slides easily 
into position and is heavy enough to hold the parts in place. 
 
My overall value rating of the gluing jig is very good. Ease of use is good. I 
assemble wood kits and do some scratch building in wood. For wood, I will 
reach for the gluing jig. I do occasionally kitbash a plastic or styrene model 
and Micro Mark’s Right Clamp is sometimes more useful for those 
projects. One tip: be sure to promptly remove any glue that might get on the 
jig. 
 

 

Figure 6. Gluing Jig with Toolmakers 
Angle Plate 

Figure 5. Gluing Jig as shown on Micro 
Mark's website 
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SUBDIVISION REPORTS 
 
Watch this space for information of interest in our subdivisions. I will need volunteers who belong to the 5th 
Division. If you live in Western Montana, Northern Idaho, Eastern Washington or Central Washington and are 
willing to share what’s happening in your own back yard with others in our Division, send me your emails. Attach 
pictures if you can. I hope that you will allow me to do a bit of editing to ensure that the information fits into our 
limited space. I must also determine the suitability and timeliness of the materials for the issue being assembled. 
 
Report on anything that is going on that could be of interest to other members.  
 

CLINICS 
 
At the annual 5th Division meeting, Bill Kleinert delivered a very good clinic titled How to Model Basalt 
Formations of Eastern Washington. What follows is a brief narrative with pictures taken at the meeting. 
 

 

Bill started the clinic with an overview of his process for creating basalt 
formations. He provided a list of materials (foam insulation board, 
adhesives, Sculptamoldtm, paint) and tools (hot-wire cutting tool, straight 
cabinet scraper, hot-glue gun, paint brushes). 

  

 

Bill starts the process by cutting an outline for the top of the formation 
from a 2-inch thick piece of pink foam insulation board. Bill explained 
that any high density foam will work but you should avoid the white 
Styrofoam that is very low density as it will not take the desired rock 
shape. Bill is using a hot-wire cutting tool (which would be a good 
investment if you are doing a lot of foam work) but said that you could 
also use a serrated knife or saw. 

  

 

After cutting a second terrain shape mid-way up the piece of foam to form 
two puzzle-like pieces, Bill takes the top section and cuts it in a way to 
reduce the thickness to approximately one inch. By cutting it this way, the 
top piece can be set back in place and accurately follows the shape of the 
lower piece when the two pieces are glued back together. A tip that Bill 
offered was to use a slight sawing motion with the hot-wire cutter to make 
cutting faster and easier. 
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Next, Bill uses a steel cabinet scraper to remove part of the foam to make 
(more-or-less) vertical rock shapes in the foam. This is a messy job so he 
does it over a waste basket. If you can’t locate a cabinet scraper you can 
use a combination of tools such as screw drivers and paint scrapers to do 
this part of the process. Experiment with whatever works for you.  
 
Bill modifies his cabinet scraper which is simply a four- by five-inch 
rectangle of stiff, thin-gauge steel. Bill grinds the long edge to a square 
shape then rolls the edge with the shaft of a screw driver to form a hooked 
edge. 

  

 

Bill then glues the two pieces back together using his hot-glue gun. Be 
sure to use a low-temperature setting or low-temperature gun to avoid 
excessive melting of the foam insulation. You can also use other 
adhesives but keep in mind that many of them will melt the foam and 
really make a mess without actually giving you a good joint. If you would 
prefer to use an alternative to the hot glue, use a foam board adhesive. It 
will need time to set up so plan on taking a break at this point. 

  

 

Bill takes questions from the audience. Notice the piece of foam on the 
table. The top piece is set back in a very realistic fashion. The two pieces 
are now glued and ready for painting.  

  

 

Bill has applied a coat of black latex paint to provide contrast to the soon 
to be applied rock colors of greys and browns. He has also applied some 
Sculptamold™ to conceal the joint between the two pieces. Bill says that 
a dilute solution of black India ink can also be used at this step. The idea 
is to accentuate the cracks and crevasses in the rock. 

  

 

Next, Bill applies various colors and shades of latex paint for the rock. 
Basalt formations show a lot of variety in their colors from a basic dark 
grey to shades of brown and even reddish tints. This is the really fun and 
interesting part so you should expect to take time to experiment. If you 
don’t like the result, just apply more paint. The layering effect will please 
you and the viewers of your layout. 
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Bill finishes his demonstration by applying some dilute white glue and 
various shades and densities of grass to areas where soils would tend to 
accumulate. You can also add small and tenacious bushes and other small 
vegetation. 

 
CLUB AND ORGANIZATION NEWS 
 
Clubs should send information about activities and provide progress reports that are related to their layouts. 
Pictures are very welcome. Send progress reports and pictures to Alan Ashton (abcja6730@yahoo.com)  
 

Organization Current News and Pictures 
  
EVERGREEN RAILROAD MODELERS – 
Greenacres Shopping Mall (18213 East Appleway) –  
Contact:  Jerry Quinn, 509-939-5845 – Meets Thursdays, 
1 pm to 9 pm (with a dinner break) 
 
 
The picture at right was taken at an open house during 
March. 

 
  INLAND EMPIRE N SCALERS – Spokane –  Contact:  
John Henry  (509) 534-9347 – Meets Wednesdays, 7:30 
p.m. 
 
 
The picture at right was taken at the Spring Spokane 
Train Show and Swap Meet at the Spokane County Fair 
and Expo Center. 
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IERHS (INLAND EMPIRE RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY) d/b/a Inland Northwest Rail 
Museum – Spokane – Contact:  Dale Swant, President & 
(newsletter editor) dale@seniorpages.com. Or 
ierhs@yahoo.com. 

Work continues at Reardan to get the area ready for more 
equipment.    Our group has combined forces with the River 
City Modelers to put on the Fall Spokane Train Show in 
October and the Spring Spokane Train Show in March at the 
Fairgrounds. 

  INLAND EMPIRE S-GAUGE ASSOCIATION OF 
THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST – Contact:  Bruce 
Taylor, 509-447-4690 or Bob Bowen, 208-245-2756. 
 

No news is available for Inland Empire S-Gauge Association 
Of The Pacific Northwest in this issue of The Goat. Watch this 
space for updates in the next edition. 

  NORTHWEST GARDEN RAILWAY SOCIETY – 
Contact:  Steve Hughes (509) 891-1695 or Chuck Inlow 
(208) 772-7031.  www.INGRS.COM  

No news is available for Northwest Garden Railway Society in 
this issue of The Goat. Watch this space for updates in the next 
edition. 

  THE INSHOME MODULAR GROUP – Spokane, U 
City Mall – rear entrance  – Contact: Rick Stoneman 
(509) 535-2120 – Meets Friday nights, 6 p.m. 
 
 
The picture at right was taken at the Spring Spokane 
Train Show and Swap Meet at the Spokane County Fair 
and Expo Center. 
 

 
  LEWIS/CLARK TRAIN CLUB – Lewiston, ID – 
Contacts:  Mike McGee (208) 816-6072 
npstampede@tds.net or Lee Knapp (509) 758-6368 
knappleebee@clarkston.com. 
 
 
The picture at right was taken at the Lewis/Clark Train 
Show held at the Fairgrounds in Lewiston during March. 
 

 
  MISSOULA MODEL RAILROAD CLUB – Historical 
Museum at Fort Missoula, MT – Contact: Tom 
McCarthy,show@missoulamodelrail.org. 

No news is available for the Missoula Model Railroad club in 
this issue of The Goat. Watch this space for updates in the next 
edition. 
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RIVER CITY MODELERS – Located at 1130 E. 
Sprague Ave., Spokane – Phone 509-535-3462 or email:  
RCM.membership@gmail.com. Meets Thursday nights at 
7:00 PM. Membership is open.  Visit Facebook 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/River-City-
Modelers/239469499448220 or website 
www.RiverCityModelers.org. 
 
 
RCM has recently installed new lighting for the lower 
deck that has proven to be very effective in illuminating 
scenery and operations.  
 
RCM also began scheduling operating sessions recently. 
We will cover that topic in an upcoming edition of The 
Goat. 
 

 
  TRI-CITY MODEL RAILROADERS – Parkade 
Hobbies, 223 W Kennewick Ave. – Contact:  George 
Hledik, 509-551-1587 or email ghledik@gmail.com.  
Meetings are first Fridays at 7:00 PM. 

No news is available for Tri-City Model 
Railroaders in this issue of The Goat. Watch this 
space for updates in the next edition. 

 
IN MEMORIAM – A SALUTE TO LOST FRIENDS 
 
During the past few months, we have lost some of our railroad friends and PNR members. Please take a moment to 
remember them. 
 
Larry Nelson Passed away in October 2012 (Spokane Valley) 
Richard (Dick) Semple Passed away in February of 2013. Dick was a past Assistant Superintendent of the 5th 

Division. (Spokane) 
Ben Lenoue Passed away in Boise on April 1, 2013. Ben was the Chief Clerk of the 5th Division 

for years until he turned the job over to Tom Jennings. (Formerly of Spokane) 
Mike Booth Passed away a month or so ago. He had been a 5th Division member since 2007. 

(Helena) 
Bruce Renshaw Passed away a while ago and had been a 5th Division members since 1999. 

(Lewiston) 
Harold Cooley Passed away last year too. (Lewiston) 
 
If you know of others that are not named here or those who have recently passed away, please let me know so that 
they may be remembered in the next issue of The Goat. Thank you.  

mailto:RCM.membership@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/River-City-Modelers/239469499448220
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Time Table – Events 
 
June 26-30, 2013, Boise, ID. Pacific Northwest Region Convention (Boise Hotel and Conference 
Center). Annual PNR conference features clinics, tours, train ride, social events and more. Full 
schedule and prices for events and accommodations are posted on the PNR website. 
 
For more information go to http://pnr.nmra.org/3div/2013.html.  
 

September 15, 2013, Missoula, MT. The 33rd Train Show & Swap Meet at the Big Sky High School, 3100 South 
Ave., West will be from 10 a.p. to 4 p.m.  $3.00 – 16 & over; 15 and under free.   
 
October 13, 2013, Spokane, WA. Spokane Fall Train Show, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Spokane Fairgrounds, Ag 
Buildings, 404 N. Havana Street. $6.00 for adults 17 & over, $3.00 for 11 to 16 years and 10 & under free. 
 
For additional event listings for the PNR jump to http://pnr.nmra.org/.  
 
 
 
 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS 
THEY ARE AVAILABLE WHEN YOU NEED SOMETHING RIGHT AWAY AND ARE ALWAYS 

HAPPY TO HELP YOU IF YOU NEED TO ORDER SOMETHING SPECIAL 
 
 
 
5TH DIVISION MEMBER’S WANT, SWAP AND SELL 
 
List items that you would like to sell or swap in our new “classifieds” department. Send a request to the editor at 
abcja6730@yahoo.com. You must provide a description of the item, name and contact information. You can use 
an email address, telephone number or street address, or any combination of these. 
 
Masonite® subroadbed spline for sale. Cutting strips for spline is a pain and makes a mess. This spline is already 
cut and ready to be installed. If you haven’t tried constructing with spline you should try it. Easements are really 
easy to see and model with minimal calculations. Spline sections are glued with common carpenter’s glue. Strips 
are 3/16” thickness and 8 feet long. I have approximately 100 pieces. Sandwich 8 pieces for HO scale. Price is 
$1.00 per spline or make me an offer for the lot. Contact Alan Ashton at abcja6730@yahoo.com.  
 
Triton® Resistance Soldering Tool (Carbon Electrodes) for sale. Extremely rapid heating melts solder almost 
instantly. Electrodes hold work and a simple squeeze of the handle heats the parts and melts the solder. Set 
includes heavy duty transformer with Hi and Lo settings and extra electrodes. Compare to MicroMark (part 
#82111) for $262.50 excluding extra electrodes. Price for this item is $99.00. Contact Alan Ashton at 
abcja6730@yahoo.com.   

http://pnr.nmra.org/3div/2013.html
http://pnr.nmra.org/
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NMRA / PNR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Please accept my Membership application (renewal or new) in the NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION which 
includes the PACIFIC NORTHWEST REGION and my local area PNR Division #_5____ 
[   ]  New Member       [   ] Renewal of membership         NMRA # ___________________  PNR#________________ 
         Annual  Membership Dues      Amount 
[   ]  Regular with subscription to Scale Rails    $66 US       $_____________ 
[   ]  Regular without subscription to Scale Rails    $44        US        $_____________ 
[   ]  Student Member (US only) (must be full time student)                              $32        US               $_____________ 
[   ]  Family members of a member (EACH)     $9       $_____________ 
        Names: __________________________    ______________________________    ____________________________ 
 
[   ]  Subscription to Switchlist hard copy (Electronic version free!)   $8          US       $_____________ 
[   ]  Sustaining (Business or Club). Includes Scale Rails   $110      US               $_____________ 
TOTAL DUES PAYMENT ENCLOSED (Make checks payable to NMRA)          $__________ 
    
Canadian Residents contact Don Hillman, Canadian Registrar, 69 Schroeder Cir, Guelph, ON N1E 7B4 for current 
    Rates or at registrar@nmracanada.ca 
 
Credit cards accepted:    [   ] MasterCard       [  ] VISA       [   ] American Express       [   ] Diner’s Club        [   ] Discover 
 
Card #: ________-________-________-________  Issued to (print): __________________________________________ 
 
Expires (mm/yy): __________  Signature: _______________________________________________________________ 
Member Information: Please print and fill out COMPLETELY. Email is important, if you have it. 
Name:  ______________________________________ Birth date (m/d/y):  _____________  Scale Preference: _______ 
Address:  ____________________________________ City:  __________________   St : ______   Zip Code:_________ 
Phone (______) ______-_________  FAX  (______) ______-__________  e-mail  _______________________________ 
 

MAIL TO:  National Model Railroad Association, Inc., 4121 Cromwell Road, Chattanooga, TN  37421 www.nmra.org 
 
 

The Goat 
% Alan Ashton   
1221 E Fireside Ln 
Spokane, WA  99208-6085 
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