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The official publication of the Pacific Northwest 5th Division of the NMRA – Also follow us at www.PNR5D.org.
Join the NMRA PNR 5th Division on Facebook. Follow this link https://www.facebook.com/NmraPnr5thDivision?ref=tn_tnmn or search for NMRA
PNR 5th Division from your own Facebook page. Use Facebook to find regional news and resources, keep track of upcoming events and post
comments about things of interest. In order to post comments you need to set up a Facebook account. Click “Like” to receive automatic feeds from
the PNR 5th Division right to your own page. We hope that you will agree that it is a fun, easy and safe way to stay in touch. If you want to post pictures on our
Facebook page you can send them to your editor: abcja6730@yahoo.com. Past issues of The Goat and additional national and regional links are on our website at
www.PNR5D.org. Visit Facebook and the 5th Division’s website today!

Find pictures from PSX 2014, the PNR’s annual convention that was held in Tacoma last month in this EXTRA edition of The Goat.
Don Rose was awarded Best of Show for Ladera Tacoma Concentrate Car LTMX 02 shown below. Congratulations to Don for a job
well done!

Page 2

The Goat X1407

IN THIS ISSUE
Message from the President ............................................................................................................................................... 2
Superintendent’s Report ..................................................................................................................................................... 3
Notice to Members (Switch List Subscribers) .................................................................................................................... 4
Picture Gallery ..................................................................................................................................................................... 5
What I Learned at the Convention ...................................................................................................................................... 8
Workbench Projects: Industrial Area Lights ...................................................................................................................... 9
Time Table: Events ............................................................................................................................................................ 13

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
PSX 2014 – The PNR Convention in Tacoma, WA
The day before the convention began several home and museum layouts were open for visitors who were on their
way into Tacoma to view, including mine. I had 10 drop by and am quite pleased. The convention took off with the
BOD meeting at 10 on Wednesday morning. That was followed by a series of clinics Wednesday afternoon, and
the first big mixer, the ice cream social, Wednesday evening. The ice cream was delicious as were the many
toppings that were available. There was no ice cream left over, that’s for sure.
Thursday began bright and early with the bus leaving for the Mt Rainier Scenic Railroad Tour and BBQ leaving at
7:30 and clinics beginning at 8. The self-drive layout tours were in the area of Olympia (WA) and were well
attended.
Friday kicked off with the Tacoma Rail tour bus heading out at 8, while clinics headed into day 3. The layout selfdrive tours were in the area of Puyallup, Spanaway and Lakewood (I was open again). Again, the layouts drew
good numbers of visitors (I had 39).
Saturday the clinics again started at 8. There were no bus tours on Saturday. However, the self-drive layout tours
were open in the Tacoma and Fife areas. Again, they were well attended. The General membership meeting was
conducted beginning at 10 and adjourned at close to 11. A very good member attendance kept things lively and
interesting.
The Banquet was held Saturday evening. The food was excellent; a good time was had by all. Awards were given
to the contest winners, the 4D Golden Grab Iron Award (Person of the Year) was presented to Jim Sabol of
Spanaway for the overwhelming amount of service Jim has given, not only over the past year, but also over a very
long time. The highlight of the evening was the award of The President’s Award to Gary Hazell of the 7th
Division. Gary is another PNR member who has given so very much of himself to his Division, PNR and model
railroading in general.
This was my final convention as President and it was a great way to bow out. Thanks to everyone who assisted me
over the past four plus years. I’m not done visiting the cities and towns within the PNR but from now on it’s going
to be for pleasure and to do AP assessments with the Jack Hamilton’s “4D Hit Squad.” Or, maybe I will be
augmenting local assessors who need a helping hand.
Keep on Training!
Walt Huston, President
Pacific NW Region, NMRA
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
The annual Pacific Northwest Region of the National Model Railroad Association was held this past June 18th at
the La Quinta Inn in Tacoma, Washington. The Convention was hosted by the 4th Division of the PNR.
Convention Chairman Russ Segner and his crew did an excellent job of putting this convention together on short
notice. The Convention was to held in the 2nd Division, however that Division was knee deep in preparing for the
2015 NMRA National Convention.
The first order of business was the annual PNR Board of Directors Meeting. President Walt Huston called the
meeting to order at 10:00 AM. All Divisional Superintendents along with the President and Vice President, Shirley
Sample, were present.
Following the introduction of newly elected Superintendents the minutes of the last PNR Board were read. There
were no correction and the minutes were accepted as read. Officers’ reports were then read. Both Walt Huston
and Shirley Sample gave notice at the end of their reports that they would not be running for reelection this
coming September. The PNR Secretary also stated that she was resigning effective immediately as she had moved
to Las Cruces, NM. Walt accepted her resignation effective at the end of the Convention. Treasurer Dirk
Kruysman gave the treasurer report. The report was amended due to a request by Achievement Chairman, Jack
Hamilton. He requested that 2015 budget be amended so that the PNR could purchase Master Model Railroader
shirts for the past year regional inductees. He request that an amount of $400.00 be allotted for this purchase. The
Board of Directors approved this addition to the Budget. Dirk stated that he would have to transfer funds from Life
Member account. Again the Board approved this transfer of funds. Dirk stated that this would be his last year as
Treasurer. Both the Secretary and Treasurer positions are appointed by the Board.
Division reports were made by the Superintendents next followed by the Office Manager report and the Committee
and Program reports. There was no Old business.
Under new business, Jack Hamilton led a discussion regarding the status of NMRA Liability Insurance. The
NMRA will cover all sanctioned Regional and Division events. The amount of coverage will be increased from
one million dollars to two million dollars.
A request from for a joint regional convention with the two other Pacific coast regions was proposed by Office
Manager, Ed Liesse. Ed stated that this request was received from the Pacific Coast Regional. The convention was
to be held in Sacramento, CA Either in 2016 or 2017. The Board requested that Ed convey to PCR, that we would
consider their request possible for 2018 or later. The Board felt that too much time and effort had and is being put
in to the PNR regional convention at Salmon Arms, BC (2016) in the 7th Division and the Spokane, WA (2017 ) in
the 5th Division.
Superintendent Russ Watson of the 7th Division and Chairman Ed Parson of the Selkirk Express 2016 gave their
report next. They stated that the convention at Salmon Arm was all but complete. They requested that they be
given final approval for the Convention and also be allotted the sum of $1,000.00 in the form of a loan from the
PNR. The Board approved both requests.
Superintendent Gary Thurow of the 5th Division was next. He report that preliminary organization was being
formed. He stated that a hotel had been chosen for the 2017 convention. The convention will be held at the Red
Lion Inn at The Park in downtown Spokane. The working title of the Convention is Spokane Falls Express 2017.
He further stated that he and Shirley Sample were in talks with the hotel finalizing room rates, cost of food and
beverage for the banquet and other convention requirement. He requested approved by the Board to continue with
plans for the 2017 convention. The Board approved this request.
Walt gave an update concerning the election of new regional officers. There were eleven nominees submitted for
offices and all declined to run. Walt stated that it was now up to the Board to locate viable candidates and then
hold a special election. The election is to be held prior to August 31st 2014. Board decided to have special meeting
on Saturday afternoon to discuss now to proceed with getting candidates and when to hold the election.
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Ed Liesse, and Jack Hamilton next talked about the release of membership information. What can we do and
what can we not do. This subject generated a lively discussion. After much discussion the following guidelines
were adopted.
1. Any NMRA member within a given Division may contact that Divisions Superintendent and submit an Email request for contact.
2. The member must send an E-mail to the Superintendent stating a valid reason for the request.
3. They must also give permission for the Superintendent to use their name and E-mail address in the request
for contact that the Superintendent will send out.
4. The Superintendent is to forward the members request for contact by using a blind copy list.
5. Should any member receiving the blind E-mail make contact with the requester it is of they only free chose.
It is not mandatory that they make contact with the requester.
Ed Liesse stated that the Superintendent should send out post cards to members without E-mail to ensure our
information about them is up to date.
Dirk Kruysman talked about the fee that has been collected by the NMRA for the Regional newsletter The Switch
List. Since the The Switch List has not been published in several years, due to a lack of an editor the Board
determined that the fees that have been collected should be returned to the members, should they make a formal
equest to be reimbursed. The Board approved a cutoff date of January 1st 2013 for these fees to return to the
members. The Board also stated that Dirk was to provide a notice to be published in the Divisional newsletters.
This notice can be found in this edition of The Goat.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 PM.
Gary Thurow
Superintendent, 5th Division

NOTICE TO PNR MEMBERS
For quite some time we have not published our Switchlist. Numerous attempts have been made to find
an editor for our newsletter without result. A number of you have paid a subscription fee of $6.00 per
year along with your NMRA membership renewals. If you have paid a subscription fee since January 1,
2013 with your NMRA membership renewal, you are entitled to a refund or you may donate that amount
to the PNR who will use the money to support our divisions. If you paid by using your credit card you will
not receive the full $6 since we are charged a processing fee by the credit card companies.
If you desire a refund, please send an e-mail, stating how you paid the charges, check or credit card, to
the PNR Treasurer, Dirk Kruysman, at hollanddirk@charter.net or mail to him at 730 W Indianola St,
Roseburg, OR 97471. A check will be mailed to your address shown on your renewal notice. If you have
moved since that time, we will need a new address.
Please respond by November 30th if you desire a refund.
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PICTURE GALLERY FROM PSX 2014
The pictures shown below were taken in the Contest Room at the Tacoma convention. They are not in any
particular order and, unfortunately, I did not walk away with a guide to ownership. Regardless, you will appreciate
the effort and fine craftsmanship that went into each of these fantastic models. With over 90 entries for contest
judging and AP evaluation, I can’t provide pictures for every model in the room. (Alan Ashton, Spokane, WA)
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For a list of the contest winners in each category, refer to PNR Train Orders, July 4th, 2014, edition. You will also
find a listing of recent merit awards given to PNR members. AP evaluation at PSX 2014 was completed separate
from contest judging. Not all models presented for AP evaluation were entered in the contest.
PNR 5th Division’s Bob Jekel was awarded Third Place in the Structure or Diorama division for his model titled
Earl’s Tractor Repair. Bob earned a Merit Award for Structures as well.
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LAYOUT TOURS
There were 26 layout tours listed in the PSX 2014 program! They ranged from Olympia to Edmonds and from Port
Orchard to Maple Valley. For anyone seeking to see them all, we hope that they had a full tank of gas before
setting out. Here are some photos that were provided to us by participants representing the Tri-City Model
Railroaders club at the convention.

Alfred Babinsky’s Triple T Railroad in G narrow gauge represents
the early 1900s to the present. The layout is 12x14 feet with nearly
completed trackwork and 80 percent scenery. Alfred uses a
Digitrax DCC wireless system for train control. When completed,
this layout will have 250 feet of track with grades up to 5 percent.
The engines and rolling stock are a mix of European and American
made narrow gauge.

Peter Coulton’s Great Milwaukee Pacific railroad in HO features
the area from Tacoma to White Pass and the BN/UP main line in
Tacoma. The period is 1980 to 1990s. 90 percent of the track is
finished and 10 percent of the scenery on this 25x31 foot layout.
The layout is based on a modernized version of the Milwaukee
Road. Part of the line is electrified and features a fleet of used
AEM-7s from Amtrak that were re-geared for freight duty. Peter
uses an NCE wireless DCC system.

Walt Huston’s Aberdeen, Tacoma & Spanaway Forrest Railroad in
N-scale cover 525 square feet in a layout of 25x21 feet. The setting
is in Western Washington from the Cascades to Hoquiam. The time
period is “multi-era” with 1963 as the early era followed by 1970
and “today-ish.” The equipment will be changed out to represent
the era being depicted on any given day. Walt uses a Digitrax
wireless system for control.

Dale Kreutzer’s layout depicts the Rio Grande Southern Second
District from Durango to Dolores (CO) in the 1920s. Dale’s
railroad covers 700 square feet in a 42x16½ foot configuration. The
trackwork is 100 percent complete and the scenery is at about 40
percent. Dale uses an NCE wireless DCC system for control. The
track is hand laid code 55 and code 40 rail and a must-see feature
of the layout are spectacular photo backdrops.
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Tyler Whitcomb’s Tenino Western railroad is modeled in N-gauge
(standard). The layout is 15x23 feet and is nearly complete in all
categories. The Tenino Western runs from Olympia to Westport
and services a variety of small customers. The setting is the late
1980s. Tyler uses Digitrax wireless DCC for train control. His
layout has been covered in several issues of N Scale Magazine.

WHAT I LEARNED AT THE PNR CONFERENCE
Contributed by Alan Ashton (Spokane, WA)
If you are a beginner at using LEDs for layout lighting (as I am) you are really searching your brain for any
semblance of memories from past electronics classes, books or other education that you may or may not have had
at some point in your past. As you move forward, one of the first things that you read is “you must consider having
a resistor in your circuit to protect your LEDs from too much current.” OK, but why? Well, I have finally
discovered (or rediscovered) some of the principles of basic electricity and now recall that “Ohm” does not refer to
a meditational chant. Well, maybe it does, but that is another story.
What I heard about in two clinics and somewhere in the hallway as well is something called a current limiting
diode or “CLD.” A CLD consists of a JFET with the gate shorted to the source, and it functions like a two-terminal
current limiter or current source (analogous to a voltage-limiting Zener diode). They allow a current through them
to rise to a certain value, and then level off at a specific value. Unlike Zener diodes, these diodes keep the current
constant instead of the voltage constant. These devices keep the current flowing through them unchanged when the
voltage changes.
OK, but what??? I thought that JFET referred to some character on Star Wars and who was Zener anyway, a Greek
god? So I go to my resource library (AKA Wikipedia) and now know that a JFET refers to a junction gate fieldeffect transistor (abbreviated JFET or JUGFET) and that it is the simplest type of field-effect transistor.
Simplest!?! “JUGFET” sounds like something I might have said on Saturday night (but that, too, is another story).
OK, but seriously now, I really want to get to know more about this CLD thing before I go too much further with
my LED wiring experience. I don’t hold out hope for learning much about electronic theory but from a practical
point of view, having a device that maintains a constant 20 milliamps of current going to my LEDs sounds like a
really good thing. Yes, CLDs will typically cost up to 10 times as much as a resistor but for more complicated
circuits that contain several LEDs that have a variety of forward voltages, they could be a good and economical
choice. My research has not been concluded yet, but I will share more in the next issue of The Goat. Until then, I
am just happy to have learned about CLDs at PSX 2014.
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W ORKBENCH PROJECTS: INDUSTRIAL AREA LIGHTS
Contributed by Dan Figy (Spokane, WA)
Here is an inexpensive and very effective way to build some
industrial “area illumination” lights. The light is located on a
pole, make from styrene tubing that looks as if it is made of
wood. We are using commercially available lights from
Walther’s Cornerstone (Built-Ups) but as of this writing the
future of this particular product is unknown. [We searched the
Walther’s website for the product mentioned in this article
without success. However, we did locate a “wall mount” fixture
that closely resembled the model that Dan used in this article.
Ed.]
If Built-Ups should become unavailable, a few adjustments
could be made to replicate the light fixture using other materials
including LEDs as opposed to the incandescent bulbs that are shown in this article.
In order to build this light you will need just a few materials and supplies:
·
·
·
·
·
·

Wall or station light with reflective shade,
Styrene tubing, two sizes, your choice, with appropriate inside and outside diameters (see instructions),
Walther’s Goo or other adhesive,
MMD® Green Putty,
Fine sandpaper, and
Brown acrylic paint (your choice of brands and specific colors).

You will need just a couple of tools:
·
·

Drill with a 7/16-inch twist drill bit,
Razor saw.

Finally, you will also need a power source to test your light. Be sure to test your fixture straight out of the box to
make sure that it is working before installing it into your model.
Locate the desired light fixture including the
wiring and shade. If a suitable product cannot be
located, consider building your own.
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Cut the styrene tubing to the appropriate scale
length. For this model, we are using a 22 foot
high pole.

A second piece of styrene tubing is cut. This
shorter piece must fit snuggly but not tightly into
the previous tube. The inner piece of tubing will
be mounted on the layout and will provide a very
easy method for a secure installation of the
finished light pole.

Drill a 7/64th inch hole into the pole near the top.
The wiring will pass through the hole and down
through the mounting tube. Tip: use some method
to hold the tubing securely and drill a small pilot
hole.
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Once the tubing is cut, score it using a saw blade
or other method to make it appear to be made of
wood. Here, we are using a scroll saw blade held
in a small vise. The tubing is simply pulled across
the blade to scratch the surface.

We then used a razor saw blade to add a few finer
scratches and used sandpaper to remove any
plastic sheen.

Apply some acrylic paint to match the wood color
that you desire. This is Folkart “True Brown”
applied with the “finger technique.”
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After the paint has dried, feed the wires through
the hole and down through the tubing. Before
inserting the wires into the hole, see if it will be
necessary to bend them at the point of entry so
that the wires will feed downward and not cause a
problem with the bushing that is part of the light
set.

Apply a drop of Walther’s Goo or 5-minute
epoxy resin to secure the fixture. Fill the top part
of the styrene tubing with MMD® Green Putty or
some other filler such as spackle. The top of the
post will need a bit of touch up paint when the
putty is dry.

The wires pass though the inner tubing that will
be mounted on the layout. Once the mounting
tube is in place, the pole can slip over the
mounting tube for easy installation and removal
for future maintenance.
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The light is tested on last time before the pole is
moved to the layout.

Watch for more articles about buildings with interior and exterior lighting in coming editions of
The Goat including a method for creating lamps that you could use as a substitute for the
Cornerstone Buildups that Dan used in his article.

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS.
THEY ARE AVAILABLE WHEN YOU NEED SOMETHING RIGHT AWAY AND ARE ALWAYS
HAPPY TO HELP YOU IF YOU NEED TO ORDER SOMETHING SPECIAL.

TIME TABLE – EVENTS
July 30-August 2, 2014, Ogden, UT. The 2014 Union Pacific Historical Society convention will be held at the
Summit Hotel. More details about hotel reservations and convention information will be available at
http://UPHS.org.
October 11-12, 2014, Spokane, WA. River City Modelers club open house, 1130 East Sprague Avenue. Hours:
Saturday 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Sunday 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
October 11, 2014, Spokane Valley, WA. Evergreen Railroad Modelers club open house, 18213 East Appleway
in the Greenacres Shopping Center, Saturday, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
October 12, 2014, Spokane, WA. Fall 2014 Model Train Show at the Spokane County Fair and Expo Center, 404
North Havana, Ag Buildings C and D, Spokane, WA. 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., $6.00 admission, 12 and under free.
Model railroad clinics will be offered throughout the day for all visitors!
November 8-9, 2014, Burnaby, BC. Trains 2014: Annual Model Railway Exhibition at Cameron Recreation
Complex, 9523 Cameron Street, Burnaby, BC (across from Lougheed Town Centre). 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission
fees: adult, $10, NMRA member, $5, Senior (60+), $8, Family, $25, Youth (6-15), $5, children under 6, free.

For additional event listings for the PNR jump to http://pnr.nmra.org/.
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THE GOAT is the official publication of the 5th Division of the Pacific Northwest Region, National Model Railroad Association. The
Goat is published quarterly with at least one paper issue per year – generally with ballots. Deadlines for material input are: March 15,
June 15, September 15 and December 15. Publication dates are April 5, July 5, October 5, and January 5. Publication is the date The Goat
is available on the PNR website. You may refer to the PNR website on the publication date to view, download and print The Goat. Special
events may alter this timing. All material and correspondence related to The Goat should be forwarded to the Editor.
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Editor (The Goat) ............................................................ Alan Ashton, (509) 368-9675; PNR5DNews@gmail.com

