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The official publication of the Pacific Northwest 5th Division of the NMRA – www.nmra.org & PNR – www.pnr.nmra.org
Want more information and news from the PNR 5th Division? Join the NMRA PNR 5th Division on Facebook. Follow this link
https://www.facebook.com/NmraPnr5thDivision?ref=tn_tnmn or search for NMRA PNR 5th Division from your own Facebook page.
Use Facebook to find regional news and resources, keep track of upcoming events and post comments about things of interest. In order to post comments
you need to set up a Facebook account. See The Goat, Extra 1305, on the PNR website (link is above) and go to the 5th Division for more information
about joining Facebook. Click “Like” to receive automatic feeds from the PNR 5th Division right to your own page. We hope that you will agree that it is
a fun, easy and safe way to stay in touch. If you want to post pictures on our Facebook page you can send them to your editor:
PNR5DNews@gmail.com.

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN

The Milwaukee Road spanned PNR territory from Montana through northern Idaho and across Washington.
Although the Milwaukee Road’s Pacific Extension ceased to exist by the late 1970s, it lives on with great interest
of model railroaders in our NMRA Region and the 5th Division. For a story about the Milwaukee Road, see page 5.
Tom Smith’s model of MILW No. 24, an SD40-2, began as an Athearn “blue box” kit. Tom dressed his model
with Details West parts and hand-made cut levers, handrails, and piping. The model was painted with PolyScale
paints and lettered with Microscale decals. Control is provided by a Digitrax DH123D decoder. Tom says that his
unit’s prototype had ice breakers and has been modeled as close to prototype as possible. The ice breakers were
designed so that a crew member could raise and lower them as needed. Tom is an accomplished modeler and is a
member of the River City Modelers Club in Spokane.
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EDITORIAL COMMENTS
In the last edition of The Goat I challenged readers to tell me what THEY can do to increase interest and
participation in our hobby. No matter where you turn, things are changing – often not for the better. We can sit
back and watch things happen or we can think more about the future of our hobby and make things happen. Well,
as was not totally unexpected, I didn’t get a single email in response.
As a group, invested as we are in the NMRA and the PNR, we have at least two options open to us. The first option
is to think of ourselves as a collection of persons who share a common interest. On the surface that doesn’t sound
too bad, at least as the common interest part is concerned. But the word collection doesn’t seem to me to address
what we should expect in terms of our own behavior. Instead, it is a word that merely sounds quantitative, as in a
collection of stamps. Sometimes that seems like an appropriate way to describe the membership of the 5th Division
PNR – just a number of unrelated persons with a common interest who, with the exception of a select few, don’t
choose to work individually or together for the common good.
But a second option would be to explore the idea of “community.” As a member of a model railroad community,
there should be certain expectations and responsibilities that we all share. Among them would be a responsibility
to encourage participation in our shared hobby by both members and non-members. We should be expected to
contribute to the common good by building a strong infrastructure. In the context of an organization like ours that
means a contribution of time and effort toward strengthening our committees, being a contributor to the newsletter,
volunteering for special projects, and similar endeavors. Is it acceptable to do nothing and wait for others to step up
and do something? I hope not.
I hope this brief editorial isn’t too “preachy.” It isn’t intended to be. But, if you love our hobby as I do, you may
want to help ensure that it doesn’t fade away as our membership ages. We are historians, builders, and story tellers
and we have done a lot of work to be proud of. We should be able to share our accomplishments with others and
build a strong foundation to both improve participation in our hobby and ensure its longevity.
As always, I invite your comments.
The views and opinions stated in Editorial Comments are not intended to reflect those of the NMRA or regions or divisions thereof. As the editor of The
Goat, I welcome your comments and opinions regarding the comments made above or any other statements made in this publication. Send your
comments to Alan Ashton, Editor (PNR5DNews@gmail.com).

Page 3

The Goat Vol 18 Issue 4

5TH DIVISION MAILBAG
All readers are invited to share their thoughts by sending emails to the editor of The Goat
(PNR5DNews@gmail.com). You do NOT need to be a member of the NMRA, the PNR or the 5th
Division to comment on the content of this newsletter. The PNR5D reserves the right to edit the content
of any emails that are received. Editorial policies prohibit profanity, personal attacks and other content
that may be offensive to our readers.

[I] just finished reviewing your latest issue of The Goat and particularly like the extended articles! Nice job. (TriCities Model Railroaders Club)
_____________________________________

This is the best Goat I have seen in a long time. (Phil Everett, River City Modelers)
Thanks, Phil. I appreciate your comment. Thanks also to other members who have sent emails of encouragement.
Editing The Goat does take a lot of time and effort so it is nice to know that there are some readers out there.
_____________________________________

Thanks, Alan, for this “Extra” [X1308]. It was quite informative. However, one item did catch our critical eye.
Regarding the first-page paragraph, we understand that NMRA is already a 501(c)(3) organization. Perhaps you
may wish to confirm that directly and then take any appropriate action to clarify in a future issue of The Goat. (TriCities Model Railroaders Club)
There is some confusion regarding the 501(c)(3) issues and you are correct in stating that the NMRA already has
that IRS designation. From what I can gather, the ongoing discussion has to do with the “trickle-down” effect of
automatically granting regions and divisions contained within the same 501(c)(3) status. To quote from the recent
NMRA eBulletin, “Progress [at the Atlanta Board meeting] on the NMRA's "vertical integration" was discussed.
The proposed consolidation would put every U.S. Region and Division under the NMRA's 501(c)(3) status and
eliminate them having to file their own paperwork.” That is all that I have been able to put together as of this
writing. If more information is available at a later date, I will put a report in The Goat.

SUBDIVISION REPORTS
Eastern Washington Sub
River City Modelers hosted a display at the Amtrak Exhibit Train that visited Spokane August 3rd and 4th. Photos
by Jerry Quinn (Evergreen Railroad Modelers, Spokane Valley)
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The Inland Empire Railway Historical Society (Inland Northwest Rail Museum) celebrated a ground breaking
for their first building at their new museum site 2-miles west of Reardan on Saturday, September 21st. The first
building is a 12,000 square foot Shop and small Museum named the Lee Tillotson Restoration & Conservation
Center. The shop will have two tracks leading into it, one with a pit for working on rail cars.

Artist’s rendering of the first major building at
the Inland Northwest Rail Museum.

Dale Swant addresses the gathered crowd to
introduce guest speakers.

The ground was hard but the spirits were high
for all in attendance.

Central Washington Sub
The Tri-City Model Railroaders had a successful show of its modular layout on July 20th within a hanger
(complete with aircraft) at the Prosser Airport. Public interest was very good and everyone had a good time
viewing trains, planes, military equipment and cars! The donation box also received some thoughtful cash gifts.
The photos below are scenes from the show.
The organization's application for a 501(c)(3) tax exemption is now being processed by the Internal Revenue
Service. Their decision is expected within the next three to12 months. The goal with a new tax exemption is to
enable larger donations including a piece of property for a future permanent layout facility.
Model railroading education has always been an important aspect of TCMR activities, but with a changing tax
status, it will become the primary focus. The organization’s website (www.owt.com/tcmr) is being expanded to
include write-ups on various educational presentations.

Scenes from the Tri-City Model Railroaders’ modular layout set up at the Prosser Fly-In during July.

The popular workshop, “Train-‘Til-You-Drain,” is usually held twice monthly. These evening gatherings have no
agenda and involve members bringing an individual project to work on, such as a building structure, rolling stock
upgrades, some trees to fabricate or a locomotive for decoder programming. The public is always welcome and
the sessions are a great way to both accomplish more in the hobby and exchange knowledge.

Page 5

The Goat Vol 18 Issue 4

On September 28th and 29th the organization had its modular layout in operation in the Benton PUD auditorium in
Kennewick. The last show of the year is planned for early December at the Richland Community Center. Seven
shows are anticipated for 2014 as the organization increases its public outreach efforts.
Report provided by Try-City Model Railroaders. For more information about the club, visit the club's website at
http://www.owt.com/tcmr/TCMR1/Welcome.html.

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
THE MILWAUKEE ROAD’S PACIFIC EXTENSION
Contributed by Alan Ashton (Spokane)
The Milwaukee Road (MILW) left its mark on the Pacific Northwest until it was broken up in
reorganization during 1977. The major result of the 1977 reorganization was the loss of
everything west of Miles City, Montana, leaving The Milwaukee Road to concentrate on a
"Milwaukee II" system linking Chicago, Kansas City, Minneapolis-St. Paul, Duluth (on BN
rails from St. Paul), and Louisville.
This brief account focuses on the Pacific Extension of the MILW from Miles City, Montana,
westward into Puget Sound. This story contains details from many sources. We believe the account to be factual
but invite additions and corrections from our readers.

Early History
The Milwaukee & Waukesha Rail Road was chartered in 1847. Before it laid its first rails in 1850, its name was
changed to Milwaukee & Mississippi, and in 1851, it reached Waukesha, Wisconsin, 20 miles west of Milwaukee.
It was reorganized in 1863 as the Milwaukee & St. Paul.
In 1872 the Milwaukee & St. Paul (now "the Milwaukee Road") acquired the St. Paul & Chicago, which has just
completed a route down the west bank of the Mississippi from St. Paul to La Crescent (MN), opposite La Crosse.
In 1873 the Milwaukee & St. Paul completed a line from Milwaukee south to Chicago. A year later it added
"Chicago" to its name, creating the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad (CM&StP).
Believing that there was great opportunity in the Pacific Northwest, the Milwaukee's board of directors authorized
construction of a line west to Tacoma and Seattle (WA) in November of 1905. In 1905 and 1906 the Milwaukee
Road incorporated subsidiaries in South Dakota, Montana, Idaho, and Washington. The Washington company was
renamed the Chicago, Milwaukee & Puget Sound Railway (CM&PS), and it took over the other three companies in
1908. It was absorbed by the CM&StP in 1912.

Trackage in the Pacific Extension
By 1901, the Milwaukee had 6,596 miles of track, its farthest northwest point being Evarts, (ND) on the Missouri
River. A. J. Earling, the Milwaukee Road’s president, sent an engineer to estimate how much it would cost to
duplicate the Northern Pacific’s line to the Pacific Northwest. On November 28, 1905, the board of directors voted
to build the line to Seattle and Tacoma.
Construction began less than a year later, building the line from both ends. The route chosen, then estimated to cost
$60 million, was to be 150 miles shorter than the combined NP/Burlington route and 80 miles shorter than the GN/
Burlington route. The Milwaukee’s route also was chosen so as to have better grades than the competitive routes.
However, it also was an expensive route since the Milwaukee – given no land grants – had to purchase land or buy
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smaller railroads to make the extension. The line was open for full passenger service over the entire route to Seattle
in August, 1909.

The MILW Pacific Extension followed a route westward from Miles City, Montana, through Missoula (MT), to St.
Maries, Idaho. The route continued into Washington, south of Spokane, to Othello and Ellensburg. From
Ellensburg the route found its way to Puget Sound through Snoqualmie Pass to Seattle and Tacoma.

A minor mystery cropped up during our research and we welcome any comments that would serve to clear this up.
A depot in the town of Snoqualmie was constructed in 1890 by the Seattle, Lake Shore and Eastern Railway. It
was used by successor companies Seattle and International Railroad, Northern Pacific Railway, and the
Burlington Northern Railroad. The undated picture shown above left was supposedly taken from the roof of the
station at Snoqualmie and, judging from the roof adornment, it would appear to be in the Victorian style, similar to
the depot that is currently the home of the Northwest Railway Museum in Snoqualmie. The depot, as it exists
today, is shown in the photo that is above right.
While conducting research for this article, we found plans for a Milwaukee Road depot to be located in
Snoqualmie. The date on the plan drawings is March 5th, 1918, 28 years after the construction of the depot
mentioned above. Did the Milwaukee Road ever build this depot? If so, does it exist today? Whatever the case, the
plans for the depot that we found on-line could be used for a nice scratch building project. If you know anything
about this little bit of history, please send an email so that it can appear in the next issue of The Goat.
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Electrification
It wasn’t long before the railroad found that steam operation in
the mountains was difficult for several reasons, one being
temperatures that could go as low as 40 degrees below zero.
Keeping in mind that water-power for generating electricity was
abundant in the Northwest, and that large supplies of copper for
electric wire were available at Anaconda, Mont., the
Milwaukee’s board approved, plans to construct an electrified
operation in the Northwest.
The contracts for electric power were signed in 1912, and in
1914 work was begun on 440 miles of electrification between
Harlowton, Montana, and Avery, Idaho. On November 30,
1915, the road’s first electrically hauled train ran from Three Forks to Deer Lodge in Montana, over 112 miles of
track.
The early stages of electrified operation proved so successful that in 1917 it was decided to go ahead with
electrification between Othello and Tacoma in Washington State. The first test run on that track was on November
11, 1919, and formal operation began in March, 1920. Considerably later, a 10-mile electrified section between
Seattle and Black River was constructed and went into operation on July 5, 1927.

Trouble on the Horizon
As the “Roaring 20s” approached, some dark financial clouds were beginning to appear. Construction costs for the
Pacific Extension, originally estimated between $45 and $60 million including the $22 million electrification cost,
actually totaled about $257 million, at least four times the original estimates. As a result, the company’s debt and
annual interest had soared.
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By 1920 the company’s debt was more than $400 million, or nearly four times what it had been in 1910. Annual
interest payments had soared, with these amounting to nearly $20 million a year in 1920, this in a time when the
company’s income and revenues were somewhat uneven.
Traffic on the Milwaukee Road's route to the Pacific came nowhere near the projections but the debt incurred in
building it remained. The route choice was questionable; it bypassed several major population centers and passed
through areas with limited local traffic potential. In addition, most of the line paralleled that of the Northern
Pacific. After several years of declining revenue, The Milwaukee Road entered receivership in 1925. The company
emerged from reorganization in 1928 as the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad.
The company hoped that reorganization would leave it financially strong enough to survive. However, the
Depression of the 30’s followed on the heels of reorganization and on June 29, 1935, the Milwaukee Road
declared bankruptcy again. Despite the financial problems, the late 1930s and early 1940s were interesting times
for the railroad. In 1935, the company introduced the Hiawatha, a fast steam-powered streamlined train between
Chicago and the Twin Cities. It was an immediate and overwhelming success.

Postwar Success Was Temporary
The postwar boom brought the Milwaukee Road out of bankruptcy, and the railroad remained reasonably healthy
into the 1960s. However, traffic on the Pacific Extension barely supported one freight train a day in each direction.
Over the decades the railroad's management had made too many wrong decisions: among them building the Pacific
Extension, not electrifying between the two electrified portions (or perhaps undertaking the electrification at all),
purchasing the line into Indiana, and choosing Flexivans instead of conventional piggyback.
North America's longest electrification had continued unchanged in the same two disconnected portions since its
construction, with steam and later diesel power hauling trains over the 212 miles of non-electrified territory
between Avery, Idaho and Othello, Washington. With dieselization of the Milwaukee Road after World War II, it
appeared that the electrification, by then 30 years old, would be dismantled, but the railroad purchased a dozen
electric locomotives that been built by General Electric for Russia and embargoed because of tensions between the
U.S. and Russia.
Milwaukee Road regauged the "Little Joes" (as they were known) from
5 feet to standard and equipped two with steam generators for
passenger service. They went into service between Harlowton and
Avery. The electrification soldiered on for another two decades, but
diesels showed up under the wires more frequently, sometimes running
in multiple with the electrics. By the early 1970s passenger service had
long since ceased, many of the original electric locomotives had been
scrapped, and much of the hardware of the electrification needed
replacement. The traffic density on the line did not justify rebuilding
the electric plant and the railroad did not have the funds to do so. The
Milwaukee Road de-energized the catenary over the Coast Division in 1972 and ended electric operation on the
Rocky Mountain Division on June 16, 1974 just as the 1973 oil crisis took hold. The photo of a “Little Joe” was
taken by Jerry Quinn at the Missoula Depot in 1974.

The End of the Line
After several money-losing years in the early 1970s, the Milwaukee Road voluntarily entered reorganization once
again on December 19, 1977. By 1983 the Milwaukee's map was sparse.
The Soo Line purchased the Milwaukee Road in February 1985 and merged it January 1, 1986. Soo subsequently
sold the Milwaukee-Green Bay and New Lisbon-Tomahawk routes to the Wisconsin Central Ltd., another CN
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subsidiary. By the time Wisconsin Central assumed operations, nearly a thousand miles of the former Milwaukee
Road main line across Montana, Idaho, and Washington were gone, merged into the Burlington Northern route
system.

Just How Bad Did It Get?
According to Todd Jones, author of Milwaukee Road in the 70's:
What really happened? 1977 was the year in which everything
caught up with the Milwaukee Road. He writes: “Deferred
maintenance had 4,000 miles of the railroad under slow orders. The
mainline through Montana was averaging a derailment a day.
Shippers routed their freight over rival lines as schedules became
non-existant [sic] and transit times soared. Trains that once took 55
hours to get to Chicago from the Coast were now taking 140 or more.
Damaged freight totaled just under $10 million for the year,
compared with $3.6 million for much larger BN. Derailment costs
approached $4 million per month. Shippers were being denied cars
due to an equipment shortage, partly due to the Roads practice of refinancing its old car fleet, and partly due to a
policy of parking any cars needing more than $500 dollars in repairs. The locomotive fleet was dying fast due to a
"run to failure" policy where any locomotives with a major failure were simply parked. Lack of maintenance and a
brutal winter soon had half the fleet stone cold dead. The company was out of cash and a long, cold winter loomed
ahead. On December 19, 1977, the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railway filed for reorganization with
the Federal Bankruptcy Court in Chicago Illinois.” (The above photo, taken by Stan Lytle, shows a forlorn MILW
number 281 sitting idle in Kent (WA) in 1978.)

CLINIC: CREATING BACKDROP SCENES, PART 2
Contributed by Alan Ashton (Spokane).
In the last edition of The Goat I began by painting clouds on my
backdrop. Painting sky and clouds is arguably the easiest part of
creating a backdrop scene. If you feel that you are reaching the
limits of your interest or skills, it is certainly OK to stop there. A
blue backdrop with a few simple clouds sure beats a lot of the
alternatives. But if you want to add more interest to your layout,
consider the ideas presented in this installment and in Part 3
which will appear in the next edition of The Goat.
In this clinic, I will investigate a few techniques to add trees and
other features to our backdrop. This will take a bit more thought
than was required for painting clouds since the latter are pretty
much the same from place to place and from season to season.
When you consider trees or other terrain features you have to
think about where your railroad is situated and what season is being represented. The railroad that is featured in
this clinic is set in central New England and the season is early fall. Unlike the terrain in our Pacific Northwest
region, the hills are gentler and rocky peaks are not a predominant feature except, perhaps in the White Mountains
of northern New Hampshire.
The season that is being modeled on this railroad (my own) is fall and, if you have ever visited New England
during that part of the year, the colors can be more brilliant than what you even conjure up in your imagination
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(see the sample photo). Of course, the colors are a characteristic of the deciduous trees such as maples that are
common in that part of the country. Again, this is very different than in the Pacific Northwest where coniferous
trees are best represented.
This article will provide some tips and techniques for painting your backdrop but it is not exhaustive. The layout is
small and doesn’t include water features. Further, there are few roads represented on the backdrop. Even with these
limitations, I hope that you will begin to consider additional backdrop features if you have not done so already. I
love to experiment with new techniques (for me) and my primary interest in writing this article is to share what
seems to work. I am not an artist. My goal remains to provide the motivation for you to try things that maybe you
feel are beyond your abilities. There are a lot of very good sources of information about various techniques that are
probably more sophisticated than my own. You should refer to magazines and books for additional ideas.
Considerations:
· Give the viewer a sense of depth;
· Provide a context for your layout; and,
· Make the layout look more finished and realistic.
Start by using a pencil or common chalk to mark the tentative locations
of hills and other prominent terrain features directly on your backdrop. I
am assuming that you have completed the painting of the sky and, most
likely, clouds. As for the latter, you can always modify or add to clouds
at any point in this process. The picture at left shows a road to and from
the town (to the right of the picture). I sketched in the road to see how it
would look but the final backdrop may differ from what you see. There
must be mathematical formulas to determine the size of common
features at a given distance – but sometimes it is easier to just draw what
looks right.
Paint from the back to the front. Distant objects will be smaller, show
less detail, and will appear different in color. In the case of treed hills,
the colors will shift to blue-gray-green and distant hills may even
display purple shades. Notice that in the figure to the left, individual
trees are nearly impossible to distinguish although you may note that a
couple of spots are a darker green. Those might be evergreen trees
scattered among the maples. I would like to give you specific color
proportions but I simply mix colors on a palette until they look right to
me. You may be able to discern blue, gray and green in the photo.
As you paint, you will gain a feeling of how easy it is to mix colors on
your paint pallet (in this example, I am using a repurposed plastic
restaurant tray). Mixing the colors will ensure that you will rarely have
two trees that are the same color. I am using inexpensive artist’s acrylic
paints that came in a set. Tip: Check out places like Michaels and
Hobby Lobby. They often have coupons for up to 50 percent discounts
on regularly priced items. That makes the cost of a paint set very
reasonable indeed. The trees that are nearer have more greens and
yellows (with some reds).
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It is a good idea to have pictures of your subject area. Keep them nearby
so that you can try to pick up appropriate colors and patterns. They can
also be inspirational. Many folks in the Pacific Northwest have never
had the opportunity to visit New England in late September and early
October. Aside from feeling sorry for them, it is hard to describe the
yellows and reds that can be seen as fall approaches. The pictures (easily
obtained on the internet) can be very convincing.

Trees that are in the distance don’t need to have a discernible shape.
Here, I am using a wide brush (about 3/8-inch) to add a lot of trees very
quickly by just making a “dabbing” motion. At the same time, I am
introducing some yellows and reds. See the table below for more details
on how I do this.

As you begin to paint hills that are nearby, the tree shapes become more
important. Here, you need to recognize the differences between various
species of trees and make your shapes appropriate for your scene. It
won’t do to show an evergreen tree in shades of red and yellow.

In this picture, Bob (my friend and neighbor) is beginning to bring a
nearer hill into focus by adding more detail (but not a lot) and bringing
out more vibrant colors. He is working in a base of green and will add
the yellows and reds over his base. It isn’t necessary to let the greens dry
completely before adding the yellows and reds. The mixing of the colors
makes each tree unique and allows you to apply highlights to the trees as
you go.

Fall colors in New England are typically seen from mid-September through mid-October. The dates and colors vary from year-to-year and
from place-to-place. The hillside in the following photos would represent early fall colors where greens still predominate. By adding more
yellows and reds, it is very easy to paint a later season picture that would look more like the sample at the beginning of this article. Toning
down or eliminating the yellows and reds would result in a very satisfactory evergreen forest.
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Next, I add some yellow and white
to the dark green to lighten it. I fill
in between the dark green trees. I
haven’t waited for the dark green to
dry. It works better if I don’t.

I add more yellow and continue to
fill in. Again, I haven’t waited for
the previous paint to dry.

Finally, I add touches of red. By
over-painting some of the yellow, I
create various mixes of reds,
yellow and orange.

As each treed hill is painted, from back to front, I used a can of
inexpensive white spray paint to add a bit of haze between the viewer
and the distant hills. Notice that there is a bit heavier paint coverage
lower on the hill. That also serves to add to a perception of depth. Be
careful not to put on too much paint. The idea is to give the appearance
of a hazy sky that serves to “wash out” the colors of the trees in the
distance. This same process is repeated as each “layer” of treed hills is
added to the scene. I prefer flat white obtained at Walmart since it tends
not to cover all that well.

Notice that the road is depicted in gray with some brown along the rightof-way. The grasses along the road are drying out and becoming
dormant for the fall and winter seasons. Also, I had some smudges on
the sky so some distant clouds conveniently cover them.

The backdrop is progressing. We currently have sky, clouds, hills and a
roadway that disappears into the distance. Next, I will work on some
foreground trees and some buildings that, together, will provide a sense
of depth in the very narrow 2-1/2 inches of real estate between the track
and the backdrop.

In the next part of this series, I will show how more depth can be added in the small space between the backdrop
and the track. We still need some foreground trees and some buildings in relief.
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WORKBENCH PROJECTS: BUILDING A DOWNTOWN DECO KIT
Contributed by Alan Ashton (Spokane).
Randy Pepprock, owner of Downtown Deco, provided me with a sample kit to assemble and
review. The kit arrived in a well-made and sturdy shipping box. Randy selected the “First
Timer Bar” kit which seemed very appropriate for this writer who has never worked with a
Hydrocal® building kit before. Downtown Deco is located in Conner, Montana, within the
NMRA’s Pacific Northwest Region.

The parts were all accounted for and found to be in good
condition. Randy offers to replace any broken pieces regardless of
the cause (including fumble-fingers). The Hydrocal walls in this
kit are thin and care must be taken not to drop them. Although
Hydrocal is stronger than many other plasters, it is certainly not
indestructible. The kit comes with well written instructions and
Randy has posted a very good tutorial on the Downtown Deco
website. I recommend reading both before starting a kit.

I removed the flashing from the molds using an old razor blade
and then sanded the edges true with a sanding block that I made. I
make my sanding blocks from scrap wood and attach the desired
grit sandpaper with spray-on contact cement. When sanding the
wall edges, I gave them a very slight bevel toward the back side
to ensure a tight fit that exposed little seam.

Getting the walls square is important so I used my gluing jig.
Randy recommends five-minute epoxy so that I what I used. I had
never used this product before so was anxious to try it. It begins
to set up in about five minutes and takes 20 minutes to cure so
there is plenty of time to make small adjustments. I also followed
Randy’s technique of marking the walls to show exactly where
the glue was to be applied and took care not to allow it to ooze
toward the face of the wall.
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When the third wall was being glued in place, I test fit the back
wall to ensure a proper fit. Randy emphasizes in his instructions
that, unlike wood or plastic, Hydrocal will not flex or bend and if
the wall doesn't fit, forcing it will very likely break a wall. My
back wall was pressure tight so I left the other two joints to cure.

Before I installed the back wall, I test fit it and used my sanding
block to remove a couple of high spots. The fit was perfect but I
applied gentle pressure from both sides with a small clamp during
the curing process.

After the glue had thoroughly cured, I sealed the Hydrocal using
an inexpensive white spray paint. I made sure that the paint was
applied to all surfaces including the top portion of the inner walls
since some of that area would be exposed when the roof is
installed. I applied two light coats and allowed it to dry overnight.
The first coat really soaked in and dried quickly but allow at least
a half hour before hitting it with a final spray.

Then it was almost time for the fun part, painting the brick walls.
I first applied a “base” coat of “brick red.” Here, I deviated
slightly from Randy’s instructions. He said that he used Folkart
acrylic “Real Brown” on his pilot model. I preferred more of a
brick red so I mixed some Red Oxide and Real Brown with a little
water until I had a color that I liked. Then, I used a brush to paint
all of the brick. My goal was to cover all of the brick but avoid
the concrete.
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Being a somewhat impatient sort, I wanted to jump right into the
weathering that I had envisioned. The base coat dried pretty fast
so I mixed in a bit more brown and black to the “brick mix” and
added vertical streaks on the sides of the building. I also tried to
give the plaster patchwork a little concrete color using Polyscale
“gray primer.” As an experiment, I rubbed the walls with a dry
paper towel before the paint dried completely. It removed some of
the paint but left a nice finish.

The concrete and stone was next. I used a “custom” blend of
white and black acrylic mixed with enough water to apply in sort
of a blotchy appearance. Again, before the paint had completely
dried, I rubbed some of it off with a dry paper towel. I felt that I
had achieved a nice aged and dirty concrete look.

Following Randy’s instructions, I applied a thin coat of white
glue to the back of each sign. An inexpensive artist’s pallet knife
(in the foreground) was helpful. Then each sign was applied to the
outer walls – almost like a decal. I wanted the signs to look as if
they were painted on the brick so, again using Randy’s
suggestion, I rubbed the sign until it “snuggled down” on the
brick surfaces. I put a piece of a plastic bag over the sign to
protect it until the glue began to set up.

I glued a couple of wood strips on the interior to support the roof
(not shown). The supplied styrene roofing material needed to be
trimmed by about 1/8th inch. Black construction paper (supplied)
makes a realistic tar paper roofing material. I applied some tar
lines by carefully laying down a thin strip of glue for a bit of
“elevation” then painted it with an acrylic black directly from the
tube. That resulted in semi-glossy lines that looked much like
roofing tar. A furnace exhaust pipe (supplied) was glued into
place.
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I had planned to make each Downtown Deco model into small
dioramas before positioning them on the layout so I prepared a
piece of 1/8-inch plywood for a base. I masked areas for the
building and a vacant lot next door. I use joint compound over
white glue (two coats) for sidewalks. Curbs can become part of
the module by coating the edge of the plywood with joint
compound.

Using an X-Acto knife (a dull blade works well, so don’t waste
your sharp ones), I added cracks in the sidewalk. I also
“distressed” the sidewalk by adding some cracks and chipped
concrete. If you want to skip this part of the model scene but still
want to apply sidewalks, you can purchase ready-made sidewalks
from Downtown Deco.

I painted the front and back doors and glued them in place. Then I
weathered both of them using powdered pastels. The front door
was painted with a red acrylic and still looked too shiny and new
so I “distressed” it with sharp point of my #11 X-Acto blade. If
you look closely, you may notice that someone took a shot at the
front door. I hope that no one was injured in the incident. I glued
the two steps to the front door to the sidewalk

Roof top details are important because most viewers will be
looking down at the model. I added some rolled tar-paper, a
bucket of tar (cut from a bamboo skewer that was found on my
workbench) and a few pieces of wood. Then, I made a TV
antenna by soldering some music wire. I made standoffs for the
antenna, drilled two small holes into the brick, and glued the
antenna into place with two drops of CA adhesive.
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I made two fences, one using cardboard and the other a chain-link
using music wire and nylon netting. I weathered and aged both
fences. The chain-link fence was lightly sprayed with a gray
automotive primer then dry-brushed with a mix of burnt umber
and oxide red acrylics to simulate rust and aging.

I added some posters to the wood fence than brushed it with a
variety of powdered pastels including burnt umber, gray and
black. The sidewalk was dirtied up a bit with some dark gray and
black powdered pastels and some grass was added by applying
undiluted white glue using a toothpick and then sprinkling on
some fine green turf (Woodland Scenics).

The scene was completed with the addition of various foliage,
rocks and debris on the adjacent vacant lot.

I will wind up with some final thoughts and suggestions. First, this was a really fun kit to build. The materials
provided were very well made and the instructions easy to follow. The appearance of the finished model far
exceeds anything that purports to be brick in a plastic model. The painting was fun and easy and there is a lot of
room for experimentation and customization. I particularly like the way that Hydrocal® takes paint and powdered
pastels. Not intended as a criticism but more of an observation: It is very easy to scratch the model and remove
paint so do be careful with your finished model. I dinged the coping with a drill bit and the scratch exposed the
white Hydrocal. Fortunately, this type of moderate damage is easily repaired with a bit of paint or powdered
pastels. I wholeheartedly recommend that you try building a kit from Downtown Deco.
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LAYOUT TOUR
Ron Petersen’s Rio Grande Railroad (Mead, WA)
Ron served in the U.S. Air Force for 25 years and moved many times making it difficult to build the layout that he
always wanted. After retiring and settling in Spokane, he began work on his current layout and has invested 20
years in the building. Ron’s current layout fills two rooms: The first one built out is 18’ by 15’ and is connected to
a second room through a wall. Ron’s plans exceeded his space so he expanded the layout into a remodeled second
room that has a built out size of 18’ by 42.’ Let’s take a walk with Ron as he explains some of the things about his
layout and modeling experiences.
A true railroad craftsman, Ron enjoys building scenery as
much as anything else related to model railroading and he
spends a lot of time at his work bench. We were impressed by
his organization and the availability of the right tools to get
the job done.

The first glimpse that we see as we approach the basement
layout is the original 18’ by 15’ room. Ron has been talking
about a major remodel of this space since operators must duck
under part of the layout to get into the room (the duck under is
at the lower right in this picture). Once into the room, the
space for operating crews is very tight and, if there are
problems toward the back portion of the layout, the crews
must duck down again to get to two access hatches. Ron’s
wife explains that the planning stage has been going on for a
couple of years. Ron himself is concerned that it is a bit late to
make such drastic alterations.
As we enter the second room (18’ x 42’) we see that there is a
lot more space for operating crews to move about. The
addition of this space involved a considerable renovation of
the original basement. Trains can move back and forth
between the two rooms via the “Moffet Tunnel.”
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Ron’s layout is wired in such a way as to allow running DC or
DCC. The type of power is controlled from the panel by
turning rotary switches. The color coding shows two separate
loops in this part of the layout. This design allows Ron to run
continuous loops on one section and do switching on the other
loop. DCC powered locomotives are controlled by a Digitrax
system.

Ron has spent a lot of time building bridges, often from
scratch. His craftsmanship is evident in the many bridges that
currently exist on his layout. Here, Ron is seen with a copy of
the March, 1982, Model Railroader magazine that featured a
bridge that had been constructed by a group in Connecticut.
Ron really liked the bridge and built a replica using only the
pictures in the magazine.

Here is the bridge today. It is situated in the space that Ron
intends to remodel but he hopes to keep the bridge intact
(somehow).

Did we mention that Ron likes to build bridges? In addition to
these wonderful examples of his work, note the rock work.
Ron incorporates real rock as well as rock castings. In order to
get the right colors, he starts with the natural rock then paints
the castings to match. The results are impressive!
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Although he is an accomplished painter and has done
backdrops for a couple of local clubs, Ron has incorporated a
number of photo backdrops here on his home layout. The
Moffat Tunnel can be seen to the far left in the photo. This is
the connection between the two rooms.

Ron is an expert builder and has enjoyed building many kits,
most of them from Fine Scale Miniatures. He often
incorporates details from other sources to flush out the realism
that he seeks to show visitors to his layout. We weren’t sure
about what happened to the streetlight in this scene. It must
have been clipped by a passing truck.

Ron’s layout is simply referred to as Ron's Rio Grande
Railroad. The time period is the 1940's to the 1960's, or the
last of the steam and the early diesel period. Many of the
buildings have obviously been around for a long time. Just
look at the weathering in this photo. A note on some of Ron’s
roads: He uses sheet rock joint compound over a layer of
white glue. After an application of joint compound, he sands
the roadway smooth and then reapplies joint compound to fill
in most of the cracks that naturally form. Once the road is
smooth he can carve joints and cracks to form a very nice
looking street.
The Idaho Hotel is a reproduction of a hotel in Silver City,
Idaho. It is a Bar Mills kit on which Ron used a unique idea
that he came up with for painting. Ron says that he wanted a
"peeled" white paint look, so he got some old typewriter
correction tape and rubbed it on the hotel sides. When he took
it off, some of the correction tape stayed and some of it peeled
off, making for a nice "peeled" and weathered look. If you
want to try this technique, Ron says that the biggest problem
might be finding the correction tape in this age of word
processors.
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Even though Ron has obviously spent a lot of time building
structures and building scenery, he hasn’t overlooked
operations. There are plenty of challenges facing visiting
crews. This view features several of the eight industries that
Ron has located at Eldorado, one of the nine towns on his
layout. This area makes for some really interesting switching
during operating sessions.

Ron is a gracious host and encourages his guests to run a train
on his layout. For those who are unfamiliar with the DCC
throttle, Ron will take the time to explain exactly how it
works before turning the train over to the engineer.

During two visits to Ron’s layout, we took nearly 200 pictures. As much as we would like to print them all in the
newsletter, that isn’t going to happen. But, if you would like to see more of Ron’s layout tune in to the 5th
Division’s Facebook page. Thanks for the tour, Ron.
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MODELING PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
P.F. & S. Railway Supply (Pasco, WA)
First time visitors may have a hard time finding PF&S Railway Supply but it is worth the effort. Tucked away
behind a roadside building, it isn’t readily visible from the road, and from what we have heard, first timers always
go past and then have to turn around to see where the shop is located. The rail car is a sure indicator that you are on
the right track.

The entrance to the store is located behind a
building and cannot be seen from the road.

Sharon (seated) is helping a customer.

Leroy is always ready to help with questions
about how to find products – or anything else,
for that matter.

PF&S has an amazing inventory of both common place and very hard to find items. Whether you are looking for
locomotives, rolling stock, detailing parts or scratch building supplies, you will find much of what you want. PF&S
has been in business since 1979.
A joke about a long established Ace Hardware store that I worked in as a teen was that they employed an inventory
system known as “FISH” – First In, Still Here. Locals would also say that Ace had everything that anyone could
want – if they could just find it. That may or may not apply to PF&S but I can say from my personal experience
that shopping there is a pleasant and interesting experience that should not be missed by railroad modelers. There
are dusty corners that hide true treasures (some that may have been there for a long time) but both Sharon and
Leroy can help you find most of what you need or suggest a good substitute. Allow a couple of hours to take it all
in and carry a shopping basket with you at all times in case you see what you want – you may not find your way
back to it later.

The aisles are narrow and filled with product.
Plan to spend some time just getting acquainted.

The PF&S motto: “When you can’t find it
anywhere else.”

Always alert, Guard dog Jefe (Spanish for
“boss”) is strategically positioned near the
entrance to the shop.

PF&S is located at 560 Ione Road, about 8 miles north of Pasco just off US 395. Their telephone number is (509)
266-4384 or (888) 737-7991 and their email address is prantletrains@hotmail.com.
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NMRA ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM
Phil Everett, the 5th Division AP Chairman, will hold a judging session at the Fall Model Train Show in Spokane.
The show is on Sunday, October 13th and will be at the Spokane County Fair and Expo Center. The hours for the
show are 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and the judging is scheduled at noon. For additional information, contact Phil
Everett at (509) 443-2457 or by email at lazytwo@gmail.com.

IN MEMORIAM – A SALUTE TO LOST FRIENDS
During the past few months, we have lost some of our railroad friends and PNR members. Please take a moment to
remember them.
Chuck Colville of Moses Lake passed away on June 28th. Chuck was a long time 5th Division member and an avid
Southern Pacific fan. He operated a home layout, that was set in the early 50’s, using DCC with sound and had
been working on it for years. Visitors were always graciously welcomed at his layout and he will be missed by all
who knew him. Below are a few pictures from a visit in April of 2011.
If you know of others that are not named here or those who have recently passed away, please let me know so that
they may be remembered in the next issue of The Goat. Thank you.

INTERCHANGE TRACK (NEW FEATURE)
This will be a regular department in The Goat where you will find links to club websites in the 5th Division and
also links to our neighboring PNR Divisions. This month’s Interchange features an editorial by Rich Pitter who is
the editor of the 1st Division’s newsletter, The Brakeman’s Rag, and is also the 1st Division’s Education Chairman.
Rich recently took on these duties and has a lot of good ideas and even more enthusiasm for making things happen.

Purpose of The Division’s Newsletter
By Rich Pitter, Editor, PNR First Division’s Brakeman’s Rag
Some NMRA divisions have newsletters; some don’t. From National’s viewpoint, divisional newsletters, hence
Editors, are optional. Composing and publishing a newsletter takes volunteer time and money, so there should be
justification for these expenses.
Newsletter must notify members of upcoming events. Members appreciate calendars with meetings listed well in
advance of publication. Members work and have families and other obligations, so if the newsletter without a
calendar announces meetings two or three weeks in advance, some members will already be committed and will
not be able to attend. This is a double whammy. First, the member doesn’t attend; second, the member wonders
why to continue the membership in NMRA if the division doesn’t care enough to give advance notice of meetings.
The division calendar should be set six months to a year in advance so members can plan their vacations around
meetings, rather than planning vacations first and maybe making meetings later. It helps to announce the clinics or
speakers at meetings; if hands-on workshops are held, let people know what tools and supplies they can bring. This
isn’t always something the Editor knows, so other people in the division need to provide input.
The newsletter should provide information on how to reach the division’s leaders. Email addresses suffice. In
addition, the newsletter should have a mail address and a phone number, so anyone can contact the division for
information. All this can be done within four pages. (Continued on next page)
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Division newsletters can summarize divisional, regional and national meetings past. What goes on at regional or
national conventions? Why should I spend money on transportation, lodging, and convention fees? What will I get
out of it? If some members write about their convention experiences, other members may see reasons why they,
too, would have liked to attend.
In my experience, the newsletter enhances the NMRA experience of its readers by providing articles written by
members. This may be a significant factor in the division’s recruitment and retention of members. Modelers often
want to share their tips and accomplishments. If someone submits an article to a national magazine, it may take a
year for publication, if it is accepted. The division’s newsletter can speed the publication time and give the member
a sense of well-deserved accomplishment and recognition.
There are opportunities for divisions to interact with model railroad clubs. The simplest interaction is exchange of
meeting information, so that division members have calendars of club meetings and swap meets, and so that club
members know they are invited to attend divisional meetings (and hopefully to join NMRA).
Editors can draw material from outside their division to their readers’ attention. I met Alan Ashton at the PNR
Convention in Boise this summer. Alan, Editor of Fifth Division’s The Goat, does some neat things. We’ve agreed
to share material.

TIME TABLE – EVENTS
October 12, 2013, (Saturday) – 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., Spokane, WA: River City Modelers Open House, 1130 East
Sprague. The layout is accessible by elevator. Limited off street parking is available but there is plenty of parking
on a side-street off of Sprague.
October 12, 2013, (Saturday) – 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., Spokane Valley, WA: Evergreen Railroad Modelers are hosting
an open house at their club that is located at 18213 East Appleway in the Greenacres Shopping Center.
October 13, 2013, (Sunday) – 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Spokane, WA: Spokane Fall Train Show, at the Spokane
Fairgrounds, Ag Buildings, 404 N. Havana Street. $6.00 for adults 17 & over, $3.00 for 11 to 16 years and 10 &
under free.
October 13, 2013, (Sunday) – noon to 1 p.m., Spokane, WA: Achievement Program (AP) Judging, at the
Spokane Train Show, Spokane Fairgrounds, Ag Buildings, 404 N. Havana Street (River City Modelers table).
October 13, 2013, (Sunday) – noon to 4 p.m., Spokane, WA: River City Modelers Open House. 1130 East
Sprague.
December 14, 2013, (Saturday) – noon to 4 p.m., Spokane, WA: River City Modelers Open House. 1130 East
Sprague.
December 28, 2013, (Saturday) – noon to 4 p.m., Spokane, WA: River City Modelers Open House. 1130 East
Sprague.

For additional event listings for the PNR jump to http://pnr.nmra.org/.

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS
THEY ARE AVAILABLE WHEN YOU NEED SOMETHING RIGHT AWAY AND ARE ALWAYS
HAPPY TO HELP YOU IF YOU NEED TO ORDER SOMETHING SPECIAL.
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5TH DIVISION MEMBER’S WANT, SWAP AND SELL
List items that you would like to sell or swap in our new “classifieds” department. Send a request to the editor at
PNR5DNews@gmail.com. You must provide a description of the item, name and contact information. You can
use an email address, telephone number or street address, or any combination of these. Listings will appear only
once but you can send additional requests (after publication) if you want the listing to be repeated.
Masonite® subroadbed spline for sale. Cutting strips for spline is a pain and makes a mess. This spline is already
cut and ready to be installed. If you haven’t tried constructing with spline you should try it. Easements are really
easy to see and model with minimal calculations. Spline sections are glued with common carpenter’s glue. Strips
are 3/16” thickness and 8 feet long. I have approximately 100 pieces. Sandwich 8 pieces for HO scale. Price is
$1.00 per spline or make me an offer for the lot. Contact Alan Ashton at PNR5DNews@gmail.com.
Close-out sale. Leaving the hobby and have items for sale – all at good prices. Quantities are approximate.
· 42 structures left, ranging from houses to track side items, $120 for all of them as a package;
· 200 to 300 feet of Code 100 track and a box of cork, all for $85;
· Pico switches with motors and attached auxiliary switches, $7.00 per unit;
· Stranded copper wire, 22 gauge in 100 ft. rolls for $6 a roll;
· Solid copper 22 gauge wire in 100 foot rolls, different colors for $3 per roll;
· 100 foot roll of 3 strand braided copper wire, one left for $25;
· Shea locomotive, one only, $200, new in box;
· Brass engines, all DC and operable, prices negotiable; and
· A lot of little items, all prices negotiable.
Anyone interested, call Jim Ballew at 208-769-7535
River City Modelers’ Club Cars for sale. Each Accurail kit is assembled, painted and decaled by club members
with markings for railroads with local interest. All of these models are equipped with Intermountain steel wheels
and Kadee couplers. Each car sells for $30 at Sunset Junction (Spokane) or directly from the club
(www.RiverCityModelers.org or email RCMInfoNow@gmail.com). Cars may be shipped for an additional $6.00.
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THE GOAT is the official publication of the 5th Division of the Pacific Northwest Region, National Model Railroad Association. The
Goat is published quarterly with at least one paper issue per year – generally with ballots. Deadlines for material input are: March 15,
June 15, September 15 and December 15. Publication dates are April 5, July 5, October 5, and January 5. Publication is the date The
Goat is available on the PNR website. You may refer to the PNR website on the publication date to view, download and print The Goat.
Special events may alter this timing. All material and correspondence related to The Goat should be forwarded to the Editor.
Editor - Alan Ashton (PNR5DNews@gmail.com)
5th DIVISION EXECUTIVES:
Superintendent ................................................................. Gary Thurow, (509) 838-7174; gathurow@cet.com
Asst. Superintendent ........................................................ Wayne Walling, (509) 751-1289; msgtusaf@clarkston.com
Chief Clerk ...................................................................... Richard Smith, (406) 360-5813; dick832@cybernet.com
Paymaster … ................................................................... Jim Trunzo, (509) 421-3111; jetrunzo@gmail.com
Achievement Program ..................................................... Phil Everett, (509) 443-2457, lazytwo@gmail.com
Membership .................................................................... Open
Education ........................................................................ Open
Webmaster ...................................................................... Jim Trunzo, (509) 421-3111; jetrunzo@gmail.com
Editor (The Goat) ............................................................ Alan Ashton, (509) 368-9675; PNR5DNews@gmail.com

VIEW FROM THE CABOOSE
Here are some stories that arrived after or too near the deadline to be included in other departments.

River City Modelers’ Annual Picnic
The RCM Club Picnic was held at the Pine Bluff and Western Railroad. RCM member Lee Chessman and his
wife Jane so graciously open their home for us to hold our annual picnic there and enjoy his railroad. Lee has
around 2,000 feet of track and is adding more each year. RCM members bring their families to enjoy a day of
friends and food while enjoying train rides. It brings out the kid in all of us. The day started out a little cloudy and
had rained the night before, but cleared and provided us with a very nice day. Here are a few pictures of the picnic.
[Mike Tietz, President, River City Modelers Club]

The station at Paradise is a popular place.

A local cruses past on the main line.

Friends gather under cover for food and
conversation.

Not too sure about these two. Hobos, perhaps?

Nope. Just railroad employees. “Hold before
continuing on the main line.”

Trestle on the main line loop.

Page 27

The Goat Vol 18 Issue 4

NMRA / PNR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Please accept my Membership application (renewal or new) in the NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION which
includes the PACIFIC NORTHWEST REGION and my local area PNR Division #_5____
[ ] New Member
[ ] Renewal of membership
NMRA # ___________________ PNR#________________
Annual Membership Dues
Amount
[ ] Regular with subscription to Scale Rails
$66
US
$_____________
[ ] Regular without subscription to Scale Rails
$44
US
$_____________
[ ] Student Member (US only) (must be full time student)
$32
US
$_____________
[ ] Family members of a member (EACH)
$9
$_____________
Names: __________________________ ______________________________ ____________________________
[ ] Subscription to Switchlist hard copy (Electronic version free!)
$8
[ ] Sustaining (Business or Club). Includes Scale Rails
$110
TOTAL DUES PAYMENT ENCLOSED (Make checks payable to NMRA)

US
US

$_____________
$_____________
$__________

Canadian Residents contact Don Hillman, Canadian Registrar, 69 Schroeder Cir, Guelph, ON N1E 7B4 for current
Rates or at registrar@nmracanada.ca
Credit cards accepted:

[ ] MasterCard

[ ] VISA

[ ] American Express

[ ] Diner’s Club

[ ] Discover

Card #: ________-________-________-________ Issued to (print): __________________________________________
Expires (mm/yy): __________ Signature: _______________________________________________________________
Member Information: Please print and fill out COMPLETELY. Email is important, if you have it.
Name: ______________________________________ Birth date (m/d/y): _____________ Scale Preference: _______
Address: ____________________________________ City: __________________ St : ______ Zip Code:_________
Phone (______) ______-_________ FAX (______) ______-__________ e-mail _______________________________
MAIL TO: National Model Railroad Association, Inc., 4121 Cromwell Road, Chattanooga, TN 37421 www.nmra.org

The Goat
% Alan Ashton
1221 E Fireside Ln
Spokane, WA 99208-6085
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